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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on August 22, 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

The discussion of the amended claims is discussed below with reference to 
Beckman et al. (US 6,385,724) 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Beckman et al. (US 6,385,724) 



As per claims 1,19, and 37, Beckman et al. discloses a method for linking 
between nodes in a distributed computing system, the method comprising: 

implementing a domain comprising a first network node and a second network 
node; (Col 6 lines 47-59, Figure 5A , Figure 5B) 
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implementing a data object that indicates, before a link is established between 
the first and second network nodes, whether the domain permits links between nodes 
without verification of user credential; (Col 14 lines 43-59, Figure 11) 

sending a link request from the first network node to the second network node; 
(Col 8 lines 48-51, Figure 5A items 302, 312) 

establishing the link between the first network node and the second network 
node without requiring the user credentials if the data object indicates verification of the 
user credentials is not required; (Col 1 1 line 62, Col 12 lines 42-45) 

As per claims 2, 20, and 38, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 1 in 
which a connected user makes the link request, and the link is established as a 
connected user; (Col 1 1 lines 62-67, Col 12 lines 20-24). 

As per claims 3, 21 , and 39, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 1 in 
which a connected user makes the link request as a current user, and the link is 
established as a current user; An object can access the functionality of another object in 
a different context, and this provides a reference to a security policy; The teachings 
allow the user to make a link request as a current user as to act upon behalf and 
impersonate another user. (Col 9 lines 41-55, Col 12 lines 26-55, Figure 4) 
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As per claims 4, 22 and 40, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 3 in 
which the link request is embedded in a stored object; A pointer serves as a link request 
embedded in the object. (Col 8 lines 48-51) 

As per claims 5, 23, and 41, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 4 in 
which the stored object is selected from the list consisting of: a procedure, a function, a 
view, a trigger. (Col 8 lines 2-6, Figure 2 items 104, 116, 117, 118) 

As per claims 6, 24, and 42, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 1 in 
which the second network node comprises a list of untrusted nodes, wherein the link 
between the first network node and the second network node is not established if the list 
of untrusted nodes indicates that the first network node is untrusted. (Col 14 lines 43- 
59, Figure 11 items 574, 578) 

As per claims 7, 25, and 43, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 1 in 
which the data object that indicates whether the domain permits links between nodes 
without verification of user credentials is a flag in a domain object corresponding to the 
domain; The binary standards serves the function for a flag as in the values of "1" or "0" 
(Col 7 lines 48-51) 

As per claims 8 and 26, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 1 further 
comprising a second domain; Second domain is inherent to the enterprise-wide 
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computer networks (Col 6 lines 56-59) having a third network node, (Figure 5A item 
322) in which a second link request is sent from the first network node to the third 
network node, wherein an act of establishing a network link between the first network 
node and the third network is made only upon verification of user credentials; (Col 10 
lines 3-8, Figure 5A items 302, 312, 322) 

As per claims 9 and 27, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 1 further 
comprising a second domain ; Second domain is inherent to the enterprise-wide 
computer networks (Col 6 lines 56-59) having a third network node, in which a second 
link request is sent from the first network node to the third network node, wherein an act 
of establishing a network link between the first network node and the third network is 
made without verification of user credentials; (Col 1 1 lines 48-50, Col 1 1 line 61 , Figure 
5A items 302, 312, 322). 

As per claims 10, 28, and 44, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 1 in 
which mutual authentication occurs between the first network node and the second 
network node. (Col 10 lines 3-8, Figure 5A items 302, 312) 

As per claims 11, 29, and 45, Beckman et al. disclose the method of claim 1 in 
which the first network node passes information to the second network node regarding a 
prior chain of links related to the link request. (Col 9 lines 65-67, Col 10 lines 1- 8) 
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As per claims 12, 30, and 46, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 1 1 in 
which the information regarding the prior chain of links comprises identification of all 
previous users in the prior chain of links. (Figure 5B item 342, 344, 346). 

As per claims 13, 31, and 47, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 11 in 
which the information regarding the prior chain of links comprises identification of 
previous nodes in prior related links; The identity information provides the identification 
of the previous nodes in prior related links. (Figure 5B item 342, 344, 346) 

As per claims 14, 32, and 48, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 1 1 in 
which a last entry in the information is checked for an untrusted user/node combination. 
(Col 14 lines 43-59) 

As per claims 15, 33, and 49, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 14 in 
which trusted user/node combinations are maintained at a central authority. (Col 14 
lines 60-65, Figure 12A, 12B, 12C) 

As per claims 16, 34 and 50, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 15 in 
which the central authority is the directory; The catalog serves as the directory. (Col 14 
lines 60-65, Col 15 lines 7-18, Figure 12A, 12B, 12C) 
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As per claims 17 and 35, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 14 in 
which untrusted combinations are stored in a database. (Col 14 lines 60-65, Figure 12A, 
12B, 12C) 

As per claims 18 and 36, Beckman et al. discloses the method of claim 1 further 
comprising: establishing the link between the first network node and the second network 
node only upon verification of the user credentials if the data object indicates that user 
credentials are required; (Col 10 lines 3-7, Col 10 lines 14-17) 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. These references are disclosed in the Notices of 
References cited page and teach numerous methods and system for implementing 
current user links. A close review of these references is recommended. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chirag R. Patel whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7966. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30AM to 
4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia, can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pairdirect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll free). 
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